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Manchester,  January  11th,  1862. 


Dear  Sir, 

( 

Yon  have  frequently  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the  mortality 
of  Liverpool  contrasted  with  that  of  the  Township  of  Man¬ 
chester,  and  also  to  know  if  any  improvement  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  twenty  years  in  the  health  of  these  communities. 
Having  been  favoured  by  the  Registrar  General  and  Mr. 
Gardiner  with  some  returns  which  are,  as  yet,  unpublished, 
I  am  enabled  now  to  furnish  you  with  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  : — 
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Registration  District 
of  Manchester .  .  ,  .  ‘ 

Average 
1841  to  1850. 
Deaths  per  1000 
of  population. 

of  10  years. 

1851  to  1860. 
Deaths  per  1000 
of  population. 

33 

31i 

Township  of  Man¬ 
chester . j 

36 

34 

Town  of  Liverpool .  . 

36 

OO 

CO 
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This  shows  a  reduction  in  the  annual  rate  of  mortality  in 
the  district  of  Manchester,  of  1J  to  every  1000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  which  represents  a  saving  of  3,500  lives  during  the  last 
10  years  ;  the  per  centage  of  reduction  is  greater  in  the  Town- 
ship,,  be1’"  die  rate  of  2  to  every  1000,  which  arises  from 
the  <?’  ance,  that  during  the  last  few  years,  some  of  the 

out- Townships  have  much  increased,  and  become  more  urban 
in  their  charactex. 

Those  who  refer  to  the  annual  returns  of  the  Registrar 
General,  and  contrast  the  rate  of  mortality  in  one  district  with 
another,  should  ascertain  that  the  said  districts  are  analagous 
as  to  their  urban  or  sub-urban  character.  The  Registrar 
General’s  districts  are  generally  co-extensive  with  Poor  Law 
Pinions,  and  contain  many  more  townships  or  parishes  than 
the  one  which  gives  the  name  to  the  Union. 

We  frequently  contrast  Manchester  with  Liverpool,  and 
say,  with  some  complacency,  that  bad  as  Manchester  is, 
Liverpool  is  worse ;  but,  if  we  refer  to  the  constitution  of  both 
districts,  we  shall  find  that  Liverpool  is  all  urban,  but  that 
Manchester  has  12  other  townships  incorporated  with  it,  all 
more  or  less  sub-urban  ;  this  connection,  the  above  table  shows, 
has  reduced  the  rate  2f  per  1000  during  the  last  20  years.  It 
would  be  more  correct  to  compare  the  township  of  Manchester 
with  Liverpool,  and,  by  doing  so,  we  shall  find  that  we  have 
no  cause  for  congratulation,  for,  during  the  first  period,  the 
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rate  was  equal,  and,  during  the  last,  it  was  lower  in  Liverpool 
than  in  Manchester. 

Being  desirous  of  finding  at  what  period  the  additional 
improvement  began  to  take  place  in  Liverpool,  I  examined 
every  year  separately,  and  found  the  mortality  to  he  as  follows — 


1858. 

1859. 

1860. 

Manchester.  .  .  . 

36 

G0|“f 

o 

00 

30i 

Liverpool  .  .  .  . 

36 

30J 

28± 

This  1  consider  both  disheartening  and  encouraging — dis¬ 
heartening  to  find  that  we  have  been  passed  in  the  race  by  our 
neighbours, — and  encouraging  because  it  shows  that  the  im¬ 
provements  made  by  the  authorities  in  Liverpool  during  the 
last  few  years  are  beginning  now  to  bear  good  fruit.  May  it 
stimulate  us  to  “go  and  do  likewise.” 


I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  BOYSTON, 


A.  Bax  some,  Esq., 

Hon.  Sec., 

M.  Sf  S.  Sanitary  Association , 


in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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OLD  TRAFFORD , MANCHESTER, 


